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Oolichan Books is situated in Lantzville, a 
seaside village north of Nanaimo on Vancou-
ver Island. Our name is taken from the small 
fish, once plentiful in West Coast waters and 
a staple in the diet of First Nations people to 
whom it was sacred. The oolichan, often re-
ferred to as the candlefish, is believed to pos-
sess healing powers and guarantee longevity. 
Oolichan Books is a literary press, publishing 
poetry, fiction, and non-fiction titles includ-
ing literary criticism, memoirs, and books on 
regional history, First Nations, and policy is-
sues. 

The cover image is by Bill Helin (www.bill-
helin.com), a Tsimshian artist who lives on 
Vancouver Island. Image can be found in 
the 2006 West Coast River Wall Calendar, a 
fundraiser for the preservation of the English-
man River watershed on Vancouver Island.
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